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Letter from the Chairman 
I greet you all in the name of the Father the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
 On behalf of the Board of Governors and staff of Sanyu Babies’ Home I would like 
to whole heartedly appreciate the support and guidance we receive from the 
Bishop and the head of Mission of Namirembe Diocese. The meeting we had with 
the Bishop in his office on the 15th May 2013 was particularly encouraging. It gave 
us an opportunity to update him and to discuss ways through which the diocese 
will offer additional support. As we continue to receive abandoned but beautiful 
babies, we continue to search our minds for reasons why anyone would abandon 
such a bundle of joy and ways of stemming the tide of abandonment. Sanyu 
Babies’ Home operates a three pronged approach in finding a family for the 
children to grow up in once they leave SBH: reunite them with existing family 
when located, find a foster family and if these two fail, find an adoptive family. 
All these require intense social work and we commend Sanyu Babies’ Home for 

good work done. We thank God for healing Baby Trinity – daughter of Barbara the Administrator of SBH who spent quite 
some time in Hospital. Despite having to look after her very sick baby, I was impressed by her continuing care for the other 
50 babies in Sanyu. Such commitment is shown by everyone at Sanyu. We are deeply indebted to you all. Oh how I wish this 
newsletter could go out (free of charge) to every home and church in the country. That will create awareness and garner 
support from a wide section of the community. That will however require a sponsor. If you are that sponsor please get in 
touch. We are grateful to all of you for your financial and material support.  May God bless you always!        
 Rev. Prof. Sam Luboga – Board Chairman 
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Letter from the Administrator 
Our dear readers, 
We are pleased to present to you the 19th Issue of the Sanyu Babies’ Home 
Newsletter. We give thanks to God for taking us through the 1st half of the year. 
We look forward to a fulfilling and fruitful second half of 2013. We cannot thank 
you enough all our dear donors, volunteers, foster and adoptive parents. Your 
overwhelming support has kept us going. Thank you so much for your words of 
encouragement during the difficult times and for joining us in celebrations during 
the good times.  
 
We are so appreciative of all that our staff do in their care for all of the children 
at Sanyu.  Recently, mama Scovia Nambogga retired, so we are so thankful for her 
10 years of service at Sanyu.  We are also excited to have a new mama join our 
staff.  Mama Milly Birungi will assist our staff as a Nursing Assistant, along with all 
of the many other tasks that the mamas do every day to care for fifty children 
here.   
 
Thanks to all of you who are promising to contribute towards the building of the 
Security Measures boundary wall at Sanyu. I continue to call upon all of you to 

support Sanyu Babies’ Home in any way you can so that we are able to realize this plan, remembering that “…….at the proper 
time, we shall reap a harvest if we do not give up” (Galatians. 6:9) 

Barbara Nankya Mutagubya – Administrator 

Hello’s and Goodbye’s 
New Arrivals 

Amos Musinguzi (2 months) and Marvin Musinguzi (9 months) arrived on 25th February 

2013, were found abandoned In a bar in Ham Mukasa Zone, Rubaga division Kampala 

District. 

Gift Bwambale (16 months) arrived on 20th March 2013, was found with a man dressed 

like a woman who was suspected to have stolen him.  

Joselyn Nabukenya (2 months) arrived 25th March 2013, was found abandoned near a gate 

at Kasoro Zone Lugala.   

Samuel Kato and Silas Waswa (4 days old twins) arrived on 6th of April 2013, were found 

with a woman (not the mother) on the streets of Kampala who was using them to beg for 

money.  

Robert Kayanja (1 year) arrived on 27th April 2013, was found abandoned at Miracle Centre Cathedral Rubaga   
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Rodney Kisakyamukama (2 weeks) arrived on  29th April 2013, was brought to Sanyu Babies’ Home by her 14 year old 

mother with the help of Action for Children.  

Jancita Mukisa Darlene (1 month) arrived on 2nd May 2013, was rejected by the mother. She refused to breast feed the 

baby and wanted to kill her.  

 

Reunited with family 

Gideon Wasswa and his twin sister Melissa Nakato (12th March, 2013)   

Catherine Kyakunzire (29th March, 2013) 

Joselyn Nabukenya (2nd April, 2013) 

Amos Musinguzi and Marvin Musinguzi (25th April, 2013) 

Fostered children 

Benjamin Otala (24th April, 2013) 

 

Rest in Peace: Joram Lubega 
Joram arrived at Sanyu Babies’ Home on 8th January, 2013 at 3 months old. He was found 

abandoned in Kawaala near the KCCA clinic.  While he was at Sanyu, he was seen by doctors 

at Kampala International Hospital and doctors at the Children’s Clinic-Kampala Limited.  He 

was treated for his cough with different medicines and sent back home.  In the morning of 1st 

May, 2013, the staff at Sanyu noticed Joram had a very high fever and was convulsing. He was 

immediately rushed to the neighboring Mengo hospital. Unfortunately, shortly after his arrival 

to the Hospital, Joram died due to Meningitis and Aspiration Pneumonia. Joram’s illness and 

death came very suddenly. Everyone in Sanyu was shocked and mourned for his passing.  The 

staff, volunteers and a Priest attended a funeral for Joram. It was a very difficult day for 

everyone.   At the same time, we found peace knowing he is with our loving Father. Joram will 

always remain a part of the Sanyu family.  We thank God for his presence in Sanyu. 
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Sanyu Staff Retires: Scovia Nambogga 
On 3rd May 2013, we said goodbye to mama Scovia who has been 

part of the Sanyu family for the past 10 years. 66 year old Scovia 

joined Sanyu Babies’ Home on 5th May, 2003 in the capacity of a 

Mother /Care Taker.  The Sanyu management gave her a decent 

send off with a farewell party here on our property. The party was 

filled with cake cutting, lots of drinks, singing and dancing; as well 

as crying as many of the children, staff and volunteers found it so 

hard to say good bye to her. She was presented with a gift and o 

ffered a retirement pension cheque to help her start her new life.  

Scovia is 

planning to begin her own retail store, selling textiles.  We wish her 

well in her new business and we thank Scovia so much for her 

exemplary, selfless dedication and sacrifice to the service of Sanyu 

Babies’ Home. You shall always be proudly remembered. 

 

 

Feature: The twins – Samuel and Silas 
Samuel and Silas are some of the many children who 

come here when they are very small for their ages and 

could have easily passed away if not for the loving care 

and attention of the Sanyu staff. Born on 1st April, 2013 

to 25 year old Alice, Samuel only weighed 1.7 kgs while 

Silas weighed 1.4 kgs on 6th April, 2013 when they arrived 

at Sanyu Babies’ Home.  Alice is Karamajong, a member 

of a tribe of people from the Northern area of Uganda.  

Many people from that area have come to Kampala as a 

result of the wars in that area, led by Joseph Kony of the 

Lord’s Resistance Army.  Alice is only one of the many 

Karamajongs who stay in the slums and on the streets of 

Kampala looking for any type of work to make money.  At only 6 days old, the twins were found placed on a dirty piece of 

cloth along Namirembe Road Street. They were completely naked, shivering and crying. Their mother had hired them out to 

a friend to use them to beg for money on the streets because she did not have anything to eat. 

The twins have now been here for seven weeks and although they are small, there is hope. The main challenge is poor weight 

gain. They have to be fed very little amounts very often, which is hard for the mamas because they are on such a strict 

schedule with the 50 other children and hardly have the time. But with the help of the nurses and the volunteers, we hope 

that the twins will continue to grow. Please keep Samuel and Silas in your prayers. 
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Feature: Update on Rebecca 
In the 17th and 18th Issue of our Newsletter, you met a very small and sick little baby girl named Rebecca with a heart condition 
that required surgery abroad. Donald and Irene Heare successfully gained Legal Guardianship over Rebecca and they 
managed to take her to America. She was immediately taken to a Children’s Hospital where her medical needs are being 
taken care of. Since the last Newsletter came out, we did however get bad news about Rebecca’s health.  In addition to her 
heart condition, her doctors diagnosed her with Hypertension and a Kidney disorder. It was also found out that she has Sickle 
Cell Anemia. 
Irene and Donald report that… “Rebecca is adapting and enjoying her new life with her forever family. She loves to go on 
walks in her stroller and for someone to read books to her. She also likes to listen to music. She is now up to 6kg. She will be 
seven months old on June 4th. She is sitting up with help and learning many new skills. She is laughing and loves to baby talk. 
She receives therapy at our house to help catch her up on developmental skills. She is a miracle and we are so blessed that 
God gave us this little treasure to take care of. We are asking prayers for Rebecca to gain physical strength and for God to 
continue to heal her little heart. We continue to pray for all the children and staff at Sanyu and are so thankful for the love 
and care that was provided to her.”  
The pictures belwo show Rebecca when she was at Sanyu, at the Children’s Hospital in America and at her new forever home. 

At Sanyu                            At hospital                                          At her new home          Enjoying a swing time    

 

Staff Trainings 
The past few months have been very busy for the staff at Sanyu Babies’ Home. During the month of February and March, we 

were blessed to have Dr. Theresa Jones a Clinical Psychologist with us who carried out a couple of training sessions for the 

staff. The first session was about Attachment and the Importance of Early Relationships with Care givers. The second one was 

a discussion about the loss staff can feel when a child leaves and how they can be supported with this. 

In the month of March still, we were blessed with a visit from Prof. Jill Vander Bent, Prof. Sarah Zuidema and Adey all from 

Bethany Christian Services in the United States who trained us on Exploring the Clinically Impacted Areas of Vulnerable 

Children. The training lasted for one week at Rweza Training and Conference Centre. This was a very unique training as it 

attracted the Sanyu Board members as well. Topics covered included Child/ Infant Development, Attachment, Grief and Loss, 

Trauma/Abuse and Neglect/Special Needs and Parenting Skills. The Social Workers had their special session where they were 
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trained on Conducting Investigations and Report making, Home Study Assessments, How to prepare children and Parents for 

Resettlement, Post Placement Reports, Fostering and Adoption and Post Adoption Assessments. 

In May, the staff received another training from Liz Scott who is a retired Speech and Language Therapist from Scotland.  Liz 

trained the staff on Early Language Development and how adults can encourage children’s language skills. 

The main goal of all the trainings was to learn skills and activities that the mamas, nurses and teachers can use with the kids 

to help them grow and flourish despite the institutionalized setting. The staff now feel better prepared to care for the children 

of Sanyu Babies’ Home. Thanks to our dear trainers as well as Bethany Christian Services for having made this possible. 

Sanyu Staff during the training at Rweza Training and Conference Centre 

 

Feature: Melissa Nakato and Gideon Waswa 

 
As students on internship at Sanyu Babies’ Home we were lucky to be a 
part of the experience of re-uniting the twins Gideon and Melissa with 
their family. Gideon and Melissa were 10 months when they arrived to 
Sanyu Babies’ Home on 21st September, 2011.  
 
The children were taken to Mulago Hospital by their biological mother.  
While they were in the hospital, the mother developed mental problems 
and disappeared.  The nurses continued to care for the children while they 
waited for their mother to return.  When she did not return, they were 
referred to Sanyu Babies Home.     
The main objective of Sanyu Babies Home is to reunite children with their 
biological family.  If that is not possible, social workers attempt to place 

children with a foster care family or finally begin to look for an adoptive family for a child.  While Gideon and Melissa were at 
Sanyu, social workers made many attempts to locate their biological mother and other relatives.  This required many trips to 
a village called Najja, in Mukono district, 1 and ½ hours from Sanyu.  During their visits, they were able to locate someone 
who knew the twins mother and other members of her family.  The twins’ family held meetings to determine who would care 
for the children.  After deciding that the twin’s grandparents would care for Gideon and Melissa, they were invited to Sanyu 
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to begin bonding with the twins.  They spent time over a month visiting with the children, until the 12th day of March 2013 
when they were reunited with their family and brought home to Najja.  
 
On the day that the twins were brought home, 
social workers from Sanyu accompanied them on 
the trip home.  When everyone arrived at the 
village, the family welcomed us outside their 
house and was very happy to see Melissa and 
Gideon.  We all sat together outside the house 
having some cold drinks and a talk. The family 
showed us the house and then they were given 
presents. With help from “Families for Children” 
Sanyu Babies’ Home had brought things for the 
family such as a mattress, toys and books for the 
twins.  “Families for Children” is an international 
organization that provides many programs, one 
of which is to provide items for children when 
they are reunited with their family.  It was hard to leave the twins behind but we know that they are in good and loving hands 
for the rest of their lives.   

Students from Denmark  
To all of you who didn’t read the last newsletter, we are 
two Danish students having our internship at Sanyu 
Babies’ home. We have been here since the 27th day of 
January, 2013 and we will leave at the end of June, 2013.  
We are specializing in the youngest children (0-1year). 
The focus that we have is to see every child as an 
individual human being. We are trying to see the world 
from the child’s perspective and where the child is in its 
development. We look at the child’s physical- and 
mental development also how the child’s interaction is 
with the other children and adults.  
We have made a program for five children all from 9-12 
months.  The program is to help the children individually 
with their development; physically and socially. We are 
together with the five children two times per week. We 

play with them, give them massage, sing with them and help them with their psychically problems.  During the week time we 
have been in baby class with teacher Moureen and teacher Allen. They have been helping us making the program work and 
they are giving us a lot of positive energy with their big hearts and nice sense of humor.  
We are seeing that the program is working in a positive way for each of the five children and together with the physiotherapist 
Julie, we are making notes on each child and its development.  
It is almost the end of our stay and we have been grateful to be here. We will miss the children, the home and Kampala.  
Ditte and Marie. 
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A day out of Sanyu Babies’ Home   
The 16th of April was a happy day at Sanyu. It was a busy morning at the home.  All the children 

needed to find shoes, swimwear and hurry down to the big bus waiting for them and the mamas 

to take them out for an exciting day! Around 10:00am, the bus was packed with happy kids and 

adults on their way to Kavumba Recreation Centre. 

At KRC the bus was welcomed by the staff who guided us around the Zoo. We saw the crocodiles, 

monkeys, snakes, rabbits, donkeys and birds. It was a big experience for the children as well for 

the adults.  

After seeing the animals, the children went swimming in the pool with help from the adults. It was 

good that they had a snack before they went swimming because they really enjoyed it and used a 

lot of energy. As you can see on the pictures the swimming was definitely a success.  

 

Seeing all the animals and swimming in the pool – You would think the day is over, but no! There were still some good 

things waiting for the children.  

After swimming we packed all the things together and went to the nearby hut where we were welcomed with a great lunch 

for children and adults. Everyone had a big plate each with chicken fries and salad, but the best of it was the soda we all 

had! After the big lunch, the children were to stay in the hut and sleep or play at the big playground. A few children fell 

asleep while the rest went playing for a couple of hours. It was a fantastic day for everyone on the trip! Thanks to Charlotte 

Ironmonger and Chantel who made this possible.  
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Volunteer Report: A life time memory at SBH 
While in the UK, I worked with children and enjoyed the experience because I 

had so much to learn. So on return to my home country Uganda for a gap year, 

I wanted to engage in a field I was already conversant with. So I looked for 

orphanages and as luck would have it, I came across the Sanyu Babies’ Home 

website. I made contact with Barbara the Administrator and shortly started 

voluntary work in January, 2013. 

Initially, it was not easy looking at over 50 children in need of love, comfort, 

security and most important a family! This gave me so much to think about. I 

eventually realized that I had to be strong. I had to give them what they needed 

in life. It was the reason I was there in the first place. 

My experience at Sanyu Babies’ Home has been a blessing in disguise because 

I have bonded with a baby and I realized that I can actually do something about this little girl’s life. I had no intentions of 

adoption but I have been over-whelmed by circumstances and decided to be family to her. This has been my self-satisfaction 

and a sense of achievement in the field. 

Big thanks to the members of staff of Sanyu Babies’ Home. I am deeply humbled by the supportive and positive, friendly 

attitude you have accorded the volunteers and for letting us be a part of your fraternity. I have has so much to learn that will 

definitely help me in the future.  

 

Thank you.  
Diana. V. Kibuka Musoke 

Donations needed 
Sanyu Babies’ Home relies almost entirely on the generosity and support of friends like you. Over the years, we have 

received many donations which have been enormously valuable to the home and especially the children. We thank you for 

all your love and support. 
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However, we are always in need of contributions to keep the home running. Our wish list is endless and includes some of 

the following: 

 Lactose free baby formula milk 

 Baby formula milk 

 Feeding bottles 

 Pampers / disposable nappies in various sizes from newborn to toddlers pull ups 

 Baby wipes 

 Baby rocking chairs/ soother chairs for the classroom 

 Disposable gloves 

 Food – rice, milk, sugar, eggs, fresh fruits, vegetables, matooke, potatoes (sweet and irish), fish, meat, peanut 

 butter, blue band, ground nuts, etc … 

 Sterilizing tablets – brand own are cheaper than Milton 

 Cleaning products – ie. Detergent, bleach, washing up liquid/soap, washing detergent 

 Stationery for administration work and classroom 

 Kids toothbrushes and kids toothpaste 

 Kids shoes – Croc style (rubber type flip flops) 

How to donate 
 You can do international transfer via the following bank details or by cash and or cheque written out to: 

Beneficiary Bank Details: 

Standard Chartered Bank Uganda Limited 
5 Speke Road, Kampala, PO Box 7111 
Account Name: Sanyu Babies’ Home 
UGX Account No: 0102010619500 
USD Account No: 8702010619500 
Sort Code: 08-02-47 
 
Stanbic Bank Uganda Limited 
City Branch, Kampala Road 
Account Name: Sanyu Babies’ Home 
UGX Account Number: 9030005856247 
Sort Code: 31008, Swift Code: SBICUGKX 
 

 You can also send money using the MTN Mobile money collection line – 0788162147 

 You can post items to PO Box 1462, Mengo, Kampala, Uganda 

Please ensure you let the administrator know if you send any donations so they can be looking out for them. Send us an 

email: sanyubabhome1@yahoo.com or call: +256 414 274 032 or +256 712 370 950 



Sanyu Babies’ Home, P.O. Box 14162, Mengo, Kampala, Uganda 
Tel: +256 414 274 032 Mob: +256 712 370 950 Email: sanyubabhome1@yahoo.com 

“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time, we shall reap a harvest if we do not give 
up” (Galatians 6:9) 

 You can also donate your time by volunteering at Sanyu. Please contact the Administrator for more information. 

Donations 
Every gift that is given to Sanyu is so appreciated and we want to thank everyone who has given to the children of Sanyu. 

The donors listed have given in cash and also in kind (formula, food, clothes, toys etc.) and we know that it is the heart of 

the giver, not the size of the donation. Thank you so much for your kind hearts!  

DONORS THIS QUARTER INCLUDE BUT NOT LIMITED TO: 

Kampala International School Uganda, HEAR Uganda, Max imports and Exports, Rev. Canon Sentongo, Mrs. Sarah Mulwana, 

Mrs. Dorothy Lubega, Sarah Kirumira, Mr. Ronald Buule, DR. Luke- Bethesda Clinic, Dr. Edward Kasirye, Mr. Ameet 

Gheewala, Ghanshyan Hiram, Traly Brunete, Patience Tindyebwa, Jay Limited, Enid Kabahuma, Ednar Nyakayisiki, Luyima 

Robert, Ssali John, Rwagisha Family, David Kasirye, Ricky Hamilton, Lailah Buck, Steven Bua, Patel Manjsh, Uganda Martyr’s 

High school Lubaga Red cross club and Scouts Department, Mambo Mugabi, Kijjambu Emma, Tumwesigye Robert, Kako s.s.s 

Masaka, Georgina Nsereko, Katwesigye Pricilla and David Nsiiro, Sharon Baseke, Rasik Huran, Prossy Tumushabe, Monica 

Kobusinge, Jitu.V. Mary, Buule Ronald, Nanteza Matha, Kasai Ibrahim, Mambo Richard, Kalungi, Namatovu Kanabo Stellah, 

Zoya Iman, Mat Saun, Jilian Rutherford, Eric Kaleradu, Venkata Rao and Uma, Kasaato Daniel, Kimuli David, Mwesigwa 

Roland, Kakungulu Christopher, Kabanda annet, Mrs. Katende Margret, Sharon Cashman, Mario Rossi, Nanziri Rose and 

friends from Kitende SSS, Ajambo Vanessa, Naggayi Alice, Kumai Patel, Godfrey shopping lugogo, Komuhangi Julian, DHL 

UGANDA, Leah T, St. Peters’ SSS Nsambya, Meghna Kalla, Clever Origin Junior School, Sharon and Ramla, Seguya John paul, 

Unoba Jonas, Wasswa Richard, Yusuf Ali, Deniz Kimpi, Salongo Kajubi, Senkungu Fred, Bakisuuka Paul, Watuuse Deborah, 

Kyomugisha fortunate, Brian kwamwe, Namukombe harriet, Durrcan Nuguwe, Usafi Market Vendors Ass Kalitunsi, Beyond 

Soccer women’s club, Khwaka Josephine, Nampomba Norah, Jane Francis, Diana, Irene, Julius, and rita, Mrs. Sekamate Ian, 

Alinaitwe Brenda, Nabukalu Eva, Mazinga Edward, Elizabeth Kiyingi, Cate kasenye, Peter Robinson, Nakidde Catherine, 

Saina &Himanshi, Purisira Mugerwa, Samuel’s family, Luyinda Raymond, Uwera tennesy, Ssekitto Abdu karim, Nantumbwe 

Winfred, Esther Goossen, Benita Bagaire, Nayumi Ho, Nampiima, Namubiru Aisha, Hajara Bashir, Bantu, Cao yang,Nakigand 

jane Kasule, Kimuli Richard, Kenganzi Shimon, Komugisha anna, Kakembo Oliver, Simon Wood,  Kasereka Kasisivahwa, 

Letida rolon, Suha Patel, Mubaala Iryne, Sesanga Doreen, Kabale students Assn Makerere University, Robert M & Lukwago, 

Kenechukwa, Ednnar Nyakaisiki, nabuuma lilian, In memory of Mrs. Kirti.C, In memory of Ramkurben S. Gheewala, Alice 

Graham, Our lady of Africa Mukono, Lokosi Moses, Ocen David, Kamba Caroline, Sesanga Dora, Bartlett Daron Enock, 

Mr&Mrs. Obbo Peter, Musaala Irene, Bukoto High school, ssettimba Enosi, Nadia Abdullah, Nakiyingi Florence, African 

Concerns, Heart to Heart, Nduggwa Samuel, Jolly, Mike Etiang, Ssekitto Karim, Wasswa Richard, Onivuvuche Sarah, Jessica 

R, Anish Mitty Abraham, Gail macleod, Roslyn Barron, Zoe Beeton, James Rams don, Dr. Mbabazi, Kisakye Samuel, Fatinanta 

Matovu, Joyce Nayiga Nalongo, the Naggende family, Miss. Sebina Dario Lokong, Wavamunno Anotolly, Nabagereks 

Primary sch, Medicines Sans Frontiers France, Tuhende Safari lodge, Ann Odoi Kiboko Enterprises, Dean Channell, Kasai 

Ibrahim, Andrew, Kampala Internation school(KISU) CWF St. Pauls c/u KatweII, Shirley Dearing, craig Maxwell, Karugaba 

Family, Pushpa Thakavar, Ndagire Maria, Somomi Mimir, Shamcha mang, Kihumuw Ruth, Jude Bwanika, wandera Nimrol, 

Kayaga, Vivtenne Yeda, Justine Sempebwa, Ramesh Prmji Kesai, rasik Hirani, Isaac Bulega, asiimwe Rosemary, Stephan 

Woywod, Teddy Nakalema Birungi, Minica Kisalizi, nabateesa Winnie, Najjuuko Angella, Mambo Richard, Kirabo Namatovu 

Jane, Nakalawa M. assumptar, Nassimbwa Carol, Parwinder Sigh, Tom. Kristan Perso, Sandra Ditmeyer, Juliet Kaggwa, 
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Bakko Lillian, Adol Pacar, Mr. Alnoor Pirani, Nagawa Debra, Ferix Carmicitter, Mr.&Mrs. Wans, Rhonda Rowe &friends, 

Linda Beutler, Mr.&Mrs. Kaddu, Anthentic Worship Ministry, Neteese Justine, Dr. Watyema, Akutwala ekiro Organic, Omega 
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 “And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones because he is my 

disciple, I tell you the truth, he will certainly not lose his reward.” Matthew 10:42 
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“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time, we shall reap a harvest if we do not give 
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