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Dear friends, 

I warmly greet you all in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ and thank God who has brought us this far.               
Welcome to the first issue of Sanyu Babies’ Home             
newsletter. 

I thank God for having given me the opportunity to  
serve in Sanyu Babies’ Home- the oldest Home 
 in Uganda. I regard serving in Sanyu Babies’  
Home a home coming. My relationship with Sanyu  
started way back when I was a little girl.  
I visited with other Sunday school children from my  
local church and fell in love with the babies. I kept on visiting the children as I 
grew bigger. On 10th March, 2008, I came back. Not as a visitor, but as a mother 
of the Sanyu Babies’ Home family! 
I thank my predecessors; Joyce Lulindya and Rev. Florence Naamala for a 
wonderful job that God enabled them to do in this Home. I am so grateful for 
such a wonderful welcome that I have so far received from all stake holders of 
Sanyu. 

It’s been encouraging to work with you over the last nine months in supporting 
the children in our care. I thank all those people that have supported the home in 
the past and present. Thank you so much for the generous donations that you 
have made to the Home over the years. The Home receives no regular financial 
support from any organization or charity, thus relying entirely on “Friends of 
Sanyu” to provide for all the children’s needs. As you can probably imagine, this 
becomes extremely difficult at times as we often have between 40 – 50 babies in 
our care at any one time, aged from hours old up to approximately 3 years old. 

I wish to appreciate all the foster/ adoptive parents who have given families to the 
children in our care. We believe it is God’s plan to see each one of us grow in a 
loving and caring family. Sanyu Babies’ Home is only a temporary home. The 
children in Sanyu are always waiting for somebody to give them a family. I 
therefore encourage all of you to come and give these less fortunate children a 
family. 

A big thank you to those of you who have volunteered and visited the children. 
Thank you for sacrificing your time to extend the love of God to the babies. 
Seeing you around helping and playing with the babies makes a big difference in 
their lives. 

As we begin this festive season we welcome you all to come and visit the 
children.  Please come and share the love of Christ with these less fortunate 
children in our care as we celebrate His birth. 

I wish you a Merry Christmas and may God bless you! 

Barbara Nankya 
Administrator 
Sanyu Babies’ Home 
+256712370950 
e-mail: barbara@sanyubabies.com 
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There are many volunteers  
at the home to help out.  
There is always a mouth to  
feed and a nappy to be  
changed.  Many volunteers  
are Ugandan locals who  
want to give the community  
back some of their time.   
The other volunteers are  
from countries all over the  
world for example,  
The USA and Europe.   
Many of the people are gap year students or here as 
a part of their home countries university courses or 
studying in Uganda and giving some of their time, 
or just people on holiday who want a new 
experience.  The Sanyu experience is a unique one 
giving volunteers a new outlook on an aspect of 
Ugandan life.  The aid of the volunteers is important 
for helping the mothers with the day to day running 
of the home.  It also provides experiences for the 
children to meet a variety of people from different 
walks of life, where they may not otherwise meet 
them.  The more volunteers there are to help the 
mothers the more attention the children can 
individually receive which is important for their 
growth and development. 
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My name is Hildah and I am about two and a half 
years old.  I have lived at Sanyu since I was a small 
baby.  In the past I was in the baby class where 
there is lots of time for playing.  I am now in the 
top class where I learn to be more independent and 
learn to play and respect my friends.  My morning 
starts with a trip to the potty, I then have breakfast 
of porridge and then it is time for my bath. 
Following my bath I am helped to get dressed and I 
go to my classroom where the teachers are waiting 
for me at about 9am.  The first hour of class is 
usually spent playing with the toys in the classroom 
and learning English from my teachers and 
volunteers through singing and dancing. After I 
pray it is time to have a snack, we sit together 
around tables and have biscuits and milk or juice.  
Then before lunch we do a different activity, this 
can be watching tv or playing with water or going 
to the playground to play with balls or painting and 
drawing with chalk. At 12pm it is time to have my 
lunch and following lunch I get ready for my 
afternoon nap. I wake around 3pm and then I play 
outside (if it is not raining) for the afternoon. 6pm 
is dinnertime and then I go to bed for the night. 
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When children come to Sanyu, we give them a 
name and arrange for baptism in St. Paul’s cathedral 
Namirembe Diocese.  On 24th March 2008 4 
children were baptized, 16 baptized on 8th June 
2008 and 18 baptized on 12th October 2008. We are 
looking forward to having another baptism on 26th 
December. Please come and join us. Thanks to all of 
you who celebrated with us on the above days. 
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Of the 51 children currently here at Sanyu, there 
are always a few who are waiting to go to their 
new adoptive or foster home. Over the past 9 
months, 23 children have gone to new families. 
Some of these babies are adopted by local 
Ugandan families who want to give another child 
a new start, some of the children go to Western 
families who also live in Uganda and others go to 
families living in other countries across the world.  

Four of the children have been returned to their homes and have been reunited with 
their family members. 
Children who are not adopted are always transferred to other children’s homes once 
they become 3 years old. In April, 3 children were transferred to Vision for Africa and 
1 child to Victory Child Care Project. In July, 4 children were transferred to Watoto 
Bbira Village. When they join the different children’s homes, they go to school and 
continue with their education. They stay there until they are independent. 
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Sometimes having a health challenge is nobody’s fault. We have had a big 
challenge with the health of the children. In July, we lost one of our 
children Abraham- 4 months old, to Meningitis. This left many of our 
children sick.  We thank God so much who saw us through that trying 
moment. 
 
Communication has not been easy with so many fraudsters around. In 
May 2008, our email address – sanyubabhome@yahoo.com was stolen. 
This cut off so many correspondents. The fraudster is still communicating 
and pretends to be the administrator of Sanyu. He has in fact conned so 
many people. So please take note of this: Sanyu Babies’  
Home is no longer using the above email address the new            
e-mail address to use is either sanyubabhome1@yahoo.com                                
or barbara@sanyubabies.com. There are also a number of          
fake websites that have been put up using the information of     
Sanyu Babies’ Home. 
 
Due to the above problem and the inflation rate in Uganda  
which is now at 15%, Sanyu Babies’ Home is facing a big  
financial challenge. We are left with very few funds to  
run the Home. We therefore call upon all of you to come  
and support the babies. 
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My name is Anne. I am 63 years old and come from 
Norway. I have been so fortunate in being able to take 
leave from my work in Norway to stay at Sanyu Babies 
Home to work as a volunteer for seven months. My first 
visit to Uganda was 40 years ago when I came to work 
as a volunteer at the Uganda School for the Deaf for 
two years. This was also my first visit to Sanyu Babies 
Home because we had a little deaf girl staying there. 
Living in the Guest House at Sanyu Babies Home is 
very comfortable and safe and I do not have to spend 
time on travelling.  To me this was important when I 
decided to come here to work. Staying for a long period 
gives me the opportunity to see the amount of work it 
takes to run a babies home like this. There are many 
people here, working for the babies, but in this 
newsletter I want to give a tribute to the mothers who 
work here. They are the women who stay with the 
babies day and night, who feed them, nurse them and 
look after them. They are doing a great job.  
The babies who come here have all had a tough start in 
life. That means they are in extra need of care and love 
to feel safe and happy. The mothers do the best they can 
to give love and comfort to the children, but they are 
too few. There are volunteers coming here to help, but 
they also leave and can never fill the role of a mother.  
My biggest wish for Sanyu Babies Home is that they 
will get enough reliable sponsors to be able to double 
the amount of mothers to work with the babies. That 
will benefit the mothers, but most of all it will benefit 
the children who will get more hands to care for them 
and more laps to sit on.  
I wish there would be people who read this newsletter 
and say, “Let us sponsor 5(or more) mothers with salary 
for 5 years.” It is not all that much money for a church, 
a school, a women’s group or a club, but to Sanyu 
Babies Home it will be a blessing. 
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Joan is the newly admitted baby in SBH 
this month. At less than a day old, Joan was 
abandoned in a black polythene bag and 
hung at somebody’s gate in Kamokya at 
night. In the morning when the gate was 
being opened, it was found out that there 
was baby in the polythene bag. When they 
opened the bag, they found a little girl, 
umbilical cord still attached and very fresh, 
and she was almost suffocating to death. 
The baby was then rushed to Rubaga 
hospital and after referred to Sanyu Babies’ 
Home for care and protection. 
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Martha was abandoned on the streets of 
Kampala when she was very sick and with 
severe malnutrition. The case was reported 
to Central Police Station and the child was 
taken to Mulago Hospital for medical care. 
On 24th October, 2008, Martha was 
brought to Sanyu Babies’ Home when she 
was approximately 2 years old but only 
weighed 4.7kg! Martha is now greatly 
improving and gaining weight. 
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For so many years, Sanyu Babies’ Home has 
received so many donations from the generous 
people in and out of Uganda. Sanyu Babies’ 
Home almost relies on the generous donations 
of people and support from “Friends of Sanyu”. 
The donations have been of great relief to the 
Home. Among the items donated, we have 
received clothes, food like maize flour, baby 
formula milk, fruits, juice, sugar, cooking oil, 
rice, biscuits, sweets, toys, a water boiler, a 
bottle warmer, mosquito nets, shoes, care 
takers’ uniforms and aprons, monetary 
donations, among others. Thank you all so 
much for your great love and support to the 
Home. 
Our wish list is always endless and we 
encourage you to support the Sanyu children. 
You may want to sponsor a child or a specific 
item like baby soya, milk, etc. A contribution of 
$10 a day will buy 1 tin of baby formula milk to 
feed 3 babies a day. Please see below our 
contacts and the bank account number. 
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How you can donate to Sanyu Babies Home and become a “Friend of Sanyu” 
 
Name:……………………………………………… Address…………………………………………..…… 
Postcode………………. E-mail/Tel…………………………………………… 
…………………………….. 
I would like to donate: Amount:……………………………per month/year/one off 
Signature:………………………………… Date……………………… 

Please make all cheques payable to; Sanyu Babies Home. 
Or donations can be paid directly to the Home’s Uganda Bank: Standard Chartered Bank, Uganda Limited 
5 Speke Road, Kampala, P.O. Box, 7111.  Account Number: 0102010619500 Sort Code: 08-02-47 
UK, HSBC Plc, 103 Streatham Hill, Streatham, London, SW2 4UE  
Account number:  71121790  Sort code: 40-06-32 
Or if you prefer, donations can be made directly to the Home’s suppliers and utility providers.  
Please ask for any further information required. 


